Nursery Curriculum Overview
Spring 2026
[image: ]		Mathematics
All aspects of this area of the curriculum are integrated into the children’s daily play. Activities such as counting games and number rhymes support the children in developing their counting skills and recognising numbers.
This term, the children will be learning to:
Say one number for each item in order (1, 2, 3, 4, 5)and continue exploring the concept one more than and one less than.
Understand positional language through words alone, for example, “The bag is under the table,” without the use of pointing.
Discuss routes and locations using language such as “in front of” and “behind.”
Extend and create simple two-part patterns.
Talk about and identify patterns in their environment, for example stripes on clothing or designs on rugs.
Continue to explore and talk about 2D and 3D shapes.

Reminders:
16th -20th February half term
-Science week TBC
-5th of March World book day
-17th of March St Patrick’s day.
-Down syndrome awareness 21st of March.
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Literacy
A nursery literacy curriculum will continue focussing on foundational skills like linking sounds and letters (phonological awareness), developing a love for books through listening and discussing stories, recognizing print in the environment, and early mark-making (writing), all through play-based activities, rhymes, songs, and rich language experiences to build vocabulary and a foundation for reading and writing.( drawing club)
This term , the children will be learning
Recognise words that begin with the same initial sound, for example mother and money.
Write some letters accurately.
Write some or all their name. 
Explore poetry, listening to and reciting simple poems, and enjoying the rhythm and rhyme of language.


Personal, Social & Emotional Development                             
The children are demonstrating increasing independence within the nursery environment. They are independently putting on their coats, attempting to fasten zips (with some children already achieving this), managing buttons, and changing their shoes into wellington boots without support.
We kindly ask for your continued support in encouraging these self-care skills at home, as this greatly supports the children’s confidence and independence.
This term, the children will be learning to:
Communicate with others to find solutions to conflicts and rivalries, for example when waiting for their turn.
Engage in play with one or more peers, extending and developing play ideas.
Express their feelings using appropriate vocabulary, such as happy, sad, angry or worried.

Communication and Language
We will continue to hold daily carpet-time sessions where children are encouraged to share their thoughts and opinions with both peers and adults, supporting the development of oracy skills. Opportunities to practise conversational skills are embedded across all areas of learning. We will also continue to assess the children’s speech and language development using the WELLCOMM assessment tool.
This term, the children will be learning to:
Develop their communication skills.
Use correct tenses and plurals.
Use a wider range of vocabulary.
Learn and recite a range of rhymes and talk about familiar books.
Use talk to organise themselves and their play, for example, “Let’s go on a bus… you sit there… I will be the driver.”
Explore multisyllabic words, such as hippopotamus.


-Understand the why question. Like ‘Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?’
.
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Our provision offers many opportunities for children to paint, draw and create using a wide range of tools and materials.
This term, the children will be learning to:
Explore colour and colour mixing through a variety of creative activities.
Work with different materials such as clay, goop, and more to develop their creativity and fine motor skills.
Listen with increased attention to sounds, remember and sing whole songs, and play musical instruments.
These activities support children’s expressive arts and design skills, encouraging creativity, imagination, and confidence in self-expression.


Physical Development
Children will be supported to develop their gross motor skills, enabling them to move confidently and safely. This includes negotiating space and obstacles, climbing, balancing, moving in different ways such as skipping and hopping, and demonstrating strength, balance and coordination, including standing on one leg and holding a pose. Children will also be encouraged to show increasing independence in dressing and undressing. Children will also be supported to develop their fine motor skills, using a range of tools and materials effectively. Through activities such as mark making, using scissors, manipulating playdough, cooking, pouring, threading, painting, construction and puzzles, children will develop strength, control and coordination. They will be encouraged to hold pens and pencils with a comfortable and effective grip and to begin showing accuracy and control.

Understanding the World
We will be supporting the children’s learning about themselves, the natural world, their community and the wider world through a range of small topics inspired by the children’s interests.
We warmly welcome families to share their experiences with us. If you would like to talk to the children about your job, hobbies, home language or cultural heritage, we would be delighted to invite you into nursery to share this with the class.
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